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Summary

Immigrants from Mainland? constitute an important part of the Hong Kong population, and dynamic
changes in their socioeconomic status have significant implications for Hong Kong's development.
Building upon the previous report based on the Population Census of 2001, 2006, 2011 and 2016, this
report incorporates the latest 2021 Hong Kong Population Census to update the analysis of mainland
immigrants in Hong Kong. Specifically focusing on the 2016 and 2021 census data, supplemented by
surveys from the Society of Community Organization (SoCO), this report analyses the impact of COVID-
19 pandemic on Mainland immigrants. Key findings include:

The number of Mainland immigrants in Hong Kong were severely impacted during the
pandemic. The delayed arrival of school-aged children potentially affect their opportunities of
receiving university education in the future. The proportion of mainland immigrants residing in
Hong Kong for less than a year decreased significantly by 60% in 2021 compared to 2016,
indicating a significant impediment to immigration due to the pandemic. While immigration
numbers recovered to pre-pandemic levels in 2023, the delayed arrival of school-aged children
can have long-term effect, reducing their probability of attaining university. This particularly
affects children from families with limited resources. Mitigating the negative impact on this
group of children in receiving university education is crucial for Hong Kong's transition to a
knowledge-based economy.

The effect of pandemic on employment income can be persistent for low-income Mainland
immigrants. According to surveys conducted by the SoCO, low-income mainland immigrants
exhibited a "high employment, low income" trend during and after the pandemic, reflecting the
economic pressure forcing them into low-paying jobs. The income impact on low-income
mainland immigrants could persist beyond the pandemic due to employment income inertia.
Among the employed population of low-income Mainland immigrants in 2019, over 60% of them
experienced lower income in 2024. In addition, about 21% of this employed population became
and remained unemployed in 2024. Among those who lost their jobs in 2020, over half of them
remained unemployed in 2024. This phenomenon is consistent to the phenomenon of hysteresis
unemployment found in other economic studies. Measures assisting these people in re-entering
job market with positions that reflect their potential economic value, in addition to short-term
assistance to address immediate needs, could contribute to the poverty alleviation in Hong Kong.

School closures during the pandemic negatively impacted parents, especially mainland
immigrant mothers lacking support from family networks. The pandemic affected employment
probabilities for almost all working-age populations, with widespread school closures causing
significant disruptions to parents' employment. Mainland immigrant mothers, particularly those
lacking support from family networks, faced severe challenges in employment. This experience
provides important insights for future school closure measures and opportunities to enhance
employment for mainland immigrant mothers. Strengthening support for parents in taking care
of their children through schools could significantly aid parents' employment, especially for low-
income parents. Childcare support outside of schools and measures enhancing remote working
capabilities could increase parents' employment probabilities.

Mainland immigrants help slow down Hong Kong's aging population. Without the immigration
of people from Mainland over the past 20 years, the median age of Hong Kong's population in
2021 would have increased by 2.3 years to 49.6 years. Additionally, the child population
representing future labor supply and the youth population representing young labour force
would have decreased by approximately 20%. To counter the aging effects of these aging



e Labour force participation, income, and poverty rates of Mainland immigrants improve with
years of residence in Hong Kong. Mainland immigrants exhibit lower labour force participation
rates and income levels compared to Hong Kong-born residents upon arrival, with higher poverty
rates. However, with longer residence in Hong Kong, their labour force participation and income
levels converge with those of Hong Kong-born residents, and poverty rates improve.

e Background of new immigrants from Mainland becomes more diverse with increasing
alternative pathways for them to move to Hong Kong. Traditionally, majority of Mainland
immigrants came to Hong Kong using the one-way permits for family reunion. However, the
increasing alternative pathways to Hong Kong has led to a more diverse backgrounds of these
“new immigrants”. For example, one-way permit holders were more likely to engage in
traditional industries while those using alternative pathways engaged in finance, insurance and
professional services.

2In this report, an immigrant from Mainland (or Mainland immigrant) refers to a person born in mainland China who
resides in Hong Kong. The more official term is “persons from the Mainland residing in Hong Kong”. This report follows
the convention of using the term “immigrant”.
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