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What are these?

GCAP3076

Service-Learning
in Fighting Poverty

ECON3075

Service-Learning
In Sustainable Development

The .
Seruice-Learning
courses

The booRlet documents the projects completed by our students
under the two service-learning courses offered by the Department
of Accountancy, Economics, and Finance — namely, GCAP3076
Service-learning in Fighting Poverty and ECON3075 Service-
learning in Sustainable Deuvelopment. In collaboration with
NGOs, NPOs, and social enterprises, both courses aim to provide
our students with an opportunity to contribute to the Sustainable
Development Goals through community engagement. Students
are given the chance to gain firsthand experience in sustainability
issues by interacting with stakeholders and participating in
community services. In return, students integrate academic
learning with the experience gained from community engagement
to work on their own innouative projects to address sustainability
challenges.
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The message

PROF. YUK-SHING CHENG

SAID,

Prof. YuR-shing CHENG

Interim Dean, School of Business

Director, Centre for Sustainable Development
ERERAREUR

HETHERSRERE
IR RS

The Centre for Sustainable Development Studies
serues both as a research unit and as a platform
for organising impactful service-learning

activities for students.

Service-learning is an educational approach
that transcends conventional classroom
instruction, offering numerous benefits. In
addition to nurturing students’ personal
and social development, it cultivates critical
thinking, empathy, and a profound sense
of social responsibility. Through active
participation in service-learning, students
not only contribute to addressing pressing
societal challenges but also play a pivotal role
in promoting sustainable development. Our
ouverarching goal is to encourage students to
reflect upon their experiences and discover
enhanced methods to serve their communities,

all while enriching their own learning journeys.

This booRlet records the activities we have
organised in the past academic year. Thanks to
Dr Aries Wong and many community partners
for their dedicated efforts in prouviding all these
opportunities to our students! My appreciation
also goes to the students for their attempts to

make positive changes in our communities.
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The message

Dr. BYRON SONG

SAID,

Dr. Byron SONG

Head,

Department of Accountancy, Economics and Finance
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Under the guidance of Dr. Aries Wong and his
team, students of our service-learning courses
have transcended the boundaries of traditional
leaming and embraced the practical application
of knowledge. Through seruvice-learning, students
have gained insights that extend beyond
what textbooks offer and learned the value of

contributing to their community.

We cannot ouerstate the significance of Dr.
Aries Wong’s leadership and the unwavering
commitment of his team. Their efforts in
designing and implementing this service-leaming
programme have profoundly influenced our
students’ character development and nurtured
their understanding of social responsibility.
By engaging directly with the community, our
students have developed a lifelong commitment

to seruing others.

Looking forward, we are filled with anticipation for
the next phase of the service-leaming projects. We
are confident that these initiatives will continue
to inspire and empower our students to become
compassionate leaders who actively contribute
to society. We eagerly await the next chapter of
their service-leaming journey, knowing that it
will shape our students’ lives and further cultivate

a culture of seruvice within our institution.

Together, let us celebrate their accomplishments
and the profound impact our students have
made on the community. Their service has not
only enriched their own lives but also made a
significant difference in the lives of those they

have serued.
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The message

Dr. Lisa Lam, SFHEA
Director -

Centre for

Innouvative Service-Learning
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DR. LISA LAM
SAID,

It is with great pleasure that | introduce this year’s
booklet for the credit-bearing service-leaming courses
GCAP3076 Service-Leaming in Fighting Pouerty
and ECON3075 Service-leaming in Sustainable
Development. This edition is particularly close to my
heart as it weaves together the efforts of students,
instructor, and community partners tackling the
multifaceted challenges of pouverty and sustainability.

The ethos of “leaming by doing” resonates through
the heart of our service-leaming courses, in which our
students immerse themselues in the complexities of
societal issues. This hands-on approach ensures that

they not only apply their academic knowledge but
also cultivate empathy, emotional intelligence,
teamwork, and a deep-seated understanding of the
community’s needs. We aim to equip them with the
mindsets and sRills to be enablers of a better future.

This year’s service-leaming projects span a vast array
of themes, focusing on creating positive change for
underprivileged groups, enhancing sustainability,
promoting resource sharing, and fostering social
inclusivity. These projects underscore the creative
and collaborative spirit of our students as they work
to build sustainable support systems and empower
the less fortunate.

My heartfelt thanks extend to our 12 community
partners who have provided inualuable support and
opportunities for our students to leam and serve.
Their commitment is the comerstone of our success.
| also wish to express gratitude to Dr. Aries Wong,
whose passion and dedication to service-leaming
imbue it with meaning beyond the conuentional
classroom setting.

To our students, your passion and diligence
resonate throughout this booklet. Your projects are
a testament to your commitment to serving the
community. | also wish to thank our donors, friends,
and supporters for their unwavering support.

The Centre for Innouative Service-Leaming
anticipates the continued growth of our students’
impacts within the community.
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The message

PROF. SUNG-NOK CHIU

AN\

Prof. Sung-noRk Chiu
Director -
General Education Office
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SAID,

As we open the pages of this booklet, we delue into the
vibrant tapestry of service-learming and community
engagement woven by the students of this General
Education Capstone course. Within these pages lie
the reflections and outcomes of twelve remarkable
service-leaming projects, each a testament to the
power of interdisciplinary Rnowledge applied with
passion and purpose. These projects are not just
academic assessments; they are bridges connecting
the classroom to the community, theory to practice,
and young minds to the heart of societal engagement.

Our General Education programme aims to develop not
only knowledgeable individuals but also responsible
citizens and innouative problem-soluers. The projects
featured here beautifully represent our commitment

to integrating diverse disciplines for social benefit,
fostering teamwork, and transforming academic
concepts into solutions for local and global
challenges.

Our students have taken service-leamming to
heart, demonstrating their dedication through
various initiatives. From organising workshops to
empower ethnic minority teenagers to explore their
potential, to creating educational materials that
transcend language barriers, our students have
demonstrated an impressive ability to apply their
academic knowledge creatively to meet diverse
community needs.

The projects in this booklet showcase growth
beyond academic achievement. They reveal stories
of empathuy, self-discovery, and social commitment.
Our students developed not only new ideas and
perspectives about society but also identified ways
to strengthen their professional competencies
in creativity, communication, problem-soluing,
and teamwork—exactly the goals of our General
Education programme.

Each project is distinctive—from promoting
sustainable practices and cultural conseruation to
fostering financial literacy and physical well-being
among the underserved. Yet, a common thread
unites them: the desire to make a difference. As
our students stepped out of their comfort zones,
they stepped into the lives of others, sharing jou,
alleviating stress, and igniting change.

| applaud Dr. Aries Wong and our students for
their commendable efforts towards societal
improvement. This booklet stands as a guide for
future students, charting a course of knowledge,
empathy, and unwavering dedication to make a
meaningful difference in the world.
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The message

DR. ARIES WONG
SAID,

Dr. Aries Wong

Course Instructor of GCAP3076 and ECON3075,
Senior Lecturer,

Department of Accountancy, Economics and Finance
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It is always a pleasure each year to revisit these
completed service-learning projects anew as this
booklet is being prepared. This year, we have taken
afurther step byincluding another service-leaming
course, ECON3075 Service-learning in Sustainable
Development, in this booklet. ECON3075 adopts
a different approach, allowing students to
develop their projects over a longer period (no
less than 120 hours) to address a wider range
of sustainability issues. In addition to poverty,
students in ECON3075 also work on projects that
promote enuironmental conservation, build a
more sustainable community, and more.

Having said that, both ECON3075 and GCAP3076
share a similar objective: to provide students with
the opportunity to engage with the community
and apply their leaming to contribute to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Indeed,
they represent different facets of our sustainability
platform in partnership with our community
partners.

Please allow me to take this opportunity to
express my gratitude for the continuous support
from the General Education Office, the Centre
for Innouative Service-Leaming, the Centre for
Sustainable Development Studies, the Department
of Accountancy, Economics and Finance, our
community partners, and our service-learing
project coordinators, Max and Polly. They are all
indispensable to the success of these courses.

Enjoy the booklet and discover how our students
are contributing to the SDGs. You will see
initiatives like the production of fitness exercise
videos tailor-made for people living in subdivided
flats, the introduction of new learning materials
for ethnic minorities, and many other innouative
methods.
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The message

Polly Chow and Max

SAID,

Polly Chow & Max Cheng
Service-learning project coordinators
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We are very pleased to once again collaborate
with Dr. Aries Wong and his team on service-
learning projects. Over the past year, we have
deepened this partnership, providing students
with more diverse and challenging service-
learning opportunities.

We particularly focus on collaborating with a
broader range of community partners, covering
various groups and organisations inuolved in
youth development, supporting ethnic minorities,
and distributing community resources. Through
these partnerships, students have been able to
gain a comprehensive understanding of uarious
social issues and design seruice activities that are
more closely aligned with actual needs.

We are glad to see that the students have
demonstrated a high level of responsibility and
initiative, as well as good innouative thinking
and problem-soluing abilities in the design and
implementation of activities. We have observed
their growth not only in knowledge and skills
but more importantly in their sense of social
responsibility and civic awareness.

We sincerely thank our community partners for
their strong support and active participation
throughout the process. It is their support and
guidance that have enabled the students to
better apply theory to practice and bring tangible
benefits to the community. We believe that such
collaboration will lay a solid foundation for the
students’ future development and contribute to
soluing social problems.

Looking ahead, we will continue to work
closely with Dr. Aries Wong’s team and various
community partners, constantly innovating the

models and content of service-learning, providing
students with richer and more valuable learning
experiences. Through these efforts, we hope we
can contribute to students’ all-round development
and societal progress.
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The message

Adelaide
SAID,
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Adelaide Fung Ka Yan
Student Coordinator,
BC Public Relations and Aduvertising

supported by Students-as-Partners Scheme
of the General Education Office
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As a Student Coordinator, | am immensely grateful
for the opportunity that has allowed me to be a
part of a dynamic and inspiring environment.
The role not only enabled me to listen to my
peers’ wonderful ideas and perspectives but also
empowered me to promote a positive impact
within our community proactively.

Throughout my experience, | have had the
privilege of leaming a great deal and acquiring
new insights and practical skRills. One of the key
areas in which | have grown is coordination and
communication. Acting as a middleman between
our students and Project Coordinators, Max and
Polly, has honed my ability to effectively relay
information, bridge gaps, and foster collaboration.
This sRill has proven inualuable in ensuring
smooth and efficient operations within our team.
Apart from this, | have learned to approach
conversations with empathy, considering others’
perspectives and experiences. This mindset has
enabled me to avoid looking down on others or
unintentionally attacking them with my words.
By choosing my language carefully and being
mindful of the impact my words can have, | have
fostered positive and respectful interactions.

Furthermore, my inuvolvement as a Student
Coordinator has granted me the opportunity
to venture into the lesser-explored corers of
Hong Kong. By organising visits to subdivided

flats, |1 have been able to witness firsthand the
realities faced by marginalised communities.
These eye-opening experiences have deepened
my understanding of the social issues preualent
in our society and fueled my passion for driving
positive change.
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The message

Chelsea Tsang Choi Kiu
Student Coordinator,
BA Religion, Philosophy and Ethics

supported by Students-as-Partners Scheme
of the General Education Office
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Chelsea

SAID,

The experience of being a Student Coordinator
has had a profound impact on my personal
and professional development. It enhanced my
communication sRills and enriched my overall
learming journey.

As a student from the Department of Religion,
Philosophy, and Ethics, my training primarily
focuses on theory and logical thinking. While this
approach provides me with a strong academic
foundation, | realised that practical application
and real-world experiences are equally important.
The Student Coordinator role offered me the
perfect opportunity to bridge the gap between
theory and practice.

One of the most significant gains of being a
Student Coordinator was the improvement in my
communication sRills. Effective communication
is a vital skill in any field, and this experience
allowed me to refine my ability to conuey ideas
clearly and concisely. Whether it was coordinating
with community partners, collaborating with
fellow students, or organising events, | had
to communicate effectively to ensure smooth
operations and successful outcomes. This
hands-on experience of interacting with various
stakeholders not only boosted my confidence but
also taught me the importance of active listening,
empathy, and adaptability in communication.

Moreover, the opportunity to facilitate services
and events allowed me to witness the impact of
our efforts on the participating students. It made

me appreciate the significance of creating inclusive
and meaningful learning experiences that go
beyond the classroom. | hope more students will
have the opportunity to participate in the course.
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St. James’ Settlement Community Centre

PRI EHE R0

Mr. Lee Chung Tsung PatricR
Seruice-in-charge
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RFFEE
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This year, most of the non-Chinese homework
tutoring class members at our community centre
are secondary school students. Each member
has different interests and expectations for
their future, but unfortunately, they are often
confused and uncertain about how to achieve
them. The involuement of HKBU students from
this programme, many of whom are also non-
Chinese, has provided our members with a
rare opportunity to interact with relatable role
models. During the process, the students not
only shared the difficulties they encountered in
their studies, but more importantly, they deeply
understood, empathised with, and experienced
the members’ feelings that local people
(including muyself) find hard to comprehend.
This enabled them to offer the most feasible

solutions.

Within a short time, the students understood
our members’ needs and designed the direction
of academic and career workshops. They also
connected with classmates from different
professions to share their experiences, giving our
members a basic understanding of their future
prospects. As there were not many members,
each one could benefit more personally and
directly.

SERMTEFORIFEFINRESY
HE, KEDERFEE, BUMEEHS
BETRANER, HaTREZET R
£, PIEHNPLEMRALANTRES B
RaKSTo, BEZUETEIRIR LR,
mEFRREMIERIFERS, BEHHEER
M, IR RSB EBEE A
RHBE R, TERETR, REFAFED
ETHAESRX LEFERNHE, BE
2RERZPIPLURRER. 2K
FEHREREENRMERAMA (BEX
AN) BIEBRRRZ, EMmRHT &
1TTBVERR TS o

FEFIEREERN TR THEENER,
WEREHIF BB R REXRTIFHNT
[, BB TARFEENRSFRD
=5, BHEMHNRAERELRNE
B, WAEBAHALS, BERMAIE
BAESRREESEBNZ A,

26



The dream job you have in mind may not quite fit
your current sRill set. This is a common problem
among teenagers, especially for grassroots
communities like ethnic minorities who may
receive less information. To address this, students
prepared two workshops targeting ethnic minority
students, focusing on their future studies, careers,
and potential.

The first workshop, “Future Educational Path
Workshop in Hong Kong”, aimed to motivate
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underprivileged ethnic minority students to
pursue further studies after secondary school.
It introduced the Hong Kong education system,
universities, and financial assistance schemes
for tertiary education. Another workshop,
“Career Workshop and Mentorship”, prouvided
information on various bachelor’s programmes.
It also introduced goal-setting practices to help
students better understand themselues and
identify potential career paths. Additionally, two
guests were invited to share their experiences,
insights and advice, giving students a deeper
understanding of different career paths and
challenges.
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What’s on the students’ minds?

Adnan

BA ENG

Mase
Angellica
Mae De
Lemios

BA ENG

Kaur
Rajdeep

BA ENG

Fung
Yuen Ki

BA ENG

As a student from Pakistan, it is challenging for
me to communicate with our community partner
and the service target group of ethnic minorities
in Cantonese. Through seruvice-learning, | gained
insight into the issues that ethnic minorities
face daily. For instance, the low educational
level of parents may hinder them from guiding
their children in schoolwork. This broadened my
horizons.

As an ethnic minority myself, | observed that
differences in the education system and a lack
of resources are two major challenges for ethnic
minority children. In this project, our group
focused on education, targeting ethnic minority
children and teenagers by providing possible
directions and suggestions for their future
career paths. This experience also improved my
communication sRills in interactions.

| was concerned that | might not be able to
maintain class discipline of ethnic minority
students during the sharing of guest speakers
and tutors in our proposed workshop. During
the workshop, | discovered that students were
eager to communicate and share thoughts,
which I did not expect. This unique experience
nurtured my resilience and allowed me to
explore my potential.

lwas impressed by the good relationship between
the co-workers in our community partner
and children from low-income families . Their
interactions reminded me of the importance of
communicating in a friendly way and showing
sympathy so that the needy would be more
willing to voice their concems. This experience
changed my way of communicating with others.
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People Seruvice Centre

EALARTS F 0

Mr. Kenny Chiu
Team Leader
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The People Service Centre has always focused
on mobilising residents and promoting the
spirit of “helping oneself while helping others.”
The Centre’s services in the To Kwa Wan district
mainly address the needs of child caregivers,
aiming to establish social capital, cross-sectoral
support, and encourage service users to support
one another. This approach helps address
community needs in the face of insufficient
formal support, creating a sustainable seruice
model through volunteer networks, resource-

sharing platforms, and more.

This year’s collaboration with the service-
learning course at HKBU primarily involved
students regularly participating in the Centre’s
outreach efforts, reaching out to more hidden
community groups. This includes families that
work during the daytime, single individuals, the
elderly, and rooftop housingresidents, providing
them with community information seruices.
Students have worked tirelessly alongside staff
in home visits, and used thoughtful approaches
to catch residents’ interest and attention during
these visits. | appreciate the students’ patience
and focus throughout the service and hope
they continue to apply their wisdom to build

meaningful community services in the future.
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The residents in subdivided housing lack social
support and may not receive updated information,
especially for ethnic minorities who do not speak
or write Chinese. Two activities were initiated in
the project to alleviate these problems. The first
activity was to create an English version of the
poster for the CLP Fuel Cost Subsidy Programme.
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The new poster will help make the information
accessible to ethnic minorities and foreigners
who may not understand Chinese, allowing them
to access community benefits. Another activity
involued mini-games during visits, targeting both
Chinese-speaking and non-Chinese-speaking
residents in subdivided flats. The mini-game
presented a set of six questions related to life
habits, with two cartoons representing good and
bad habits. It is hoped that residents can receive
updated information and understand ways to
maintain a healthy lifestyle.
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What’s on the students’ minds?

Lam
Chun Kin
Lawrence

BSSC SOC

Chu
Pak Him

BSSC SOC

This was my first time having direct contact
with grassroots residents in subdivided flats.
After a few uvisits to distribute lucky bags, |
realised the difficulties they face regarding their
living enuironment and living standards. This
experience allowed me to reflect on my life,
treasure things | have, and reminded me to stay
positive when facing challenges

Throughout the community service, | realised
that residents in subdivided flats face challenges
with poor living environments and a lack of
community information. In our project, we
tried to express our concerns through regular
visits and one-off lucky bags distributions. We
also aimed to develop a long-term impact by
designing posters in English. | hope these actions
will have a positive impact on them.
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The LoR Sin Tong Beneuolent Society, Kowloon
NREREE

With a vision to serve the public with love and
care and grow with Hong Kong, the Lok Sin Tong
Beneuolent Society, Kowloon, is committed to
promoting charitable work in various areas,
including poverty alleviation, medical care, and
education. We aim to meet the needs of the times
and provide appropriate, quality, and diversified

seruices to help more people in need.

We are grateful to the Department of Economics
at HKBU for arranging three students to
participate in our services. In this service-
learning programme, the students designed and
conducted a financial literacy group activity for
grassroots children in the Cheung Shan Estate
in Tsuen Wan. Through games, they aimed to
enhance participants’ financial literacy and
strengthen their awareness of saving. The
participants were very engaged throughout the
activity and expressed that they would definitely

sign up for similar activities in the future.
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Ms. Lau Hoi Man
Project Development Officer
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It is widely recognised that educating children
is crucial for reducing pouverty, and saving
and budgeting are powerful tools for pouverty
alleviation. In view of this, the project focused
on educating children about these concepts and
fostering financial habits that can contribute
to reducing poverty in the future. The students
designed a special “Monopoly” game aimed at
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introducing the concepts of saving and budgeting
to children living in transitional housing and
improuing their future prospects. The activity
was a combination of different mini-games,
including “One-two-three, look this way”, ball
passing, word association games, etc. There
was also an educational section where children
played games and earned rewards while learning
the basic concepts behind them. Through the
activity, it is hoped that participants will become
more capable of managing their finances, raising
awareness of saving money and financial
management techniques.
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What’s on the students’ minds?

Zhang
Tengwen

BBA
FINANCE

Chen
Ruoying

BSSC SOC

Sun
Jiawei

BCOMM
FILM & TV

| gained a deeper understanding of housing
problems and poverty issues in Hong Kong
through this course. Inspired by our community
partner, we tried to create a project focused on
improuing the living standards of poor families.
| developed my leadership and organisational
sRills through communication and interactions
with my groupmates and children in the project.

From my obseruation, the reason behind people
living in transitional housing is the unaffordable
high rent. Therefore, in our project, we tried to
focus on a sustainable way to improve their
financial situation, which led us to come up with
the idea of educating children on the importance
of saving. This course allowed me to reach out to
and help the needy.

In this project, we believed that education is an
effective way to alleviate poverty in the long
run, which is better than other one-off measures.
Therefore, we came up with the idea of “Saving
Monopoly”, which aims to allow children from
low-income families to learn the importance of
saving. | enjoyed the time spent planning and
carrying out the project.
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The Lutheran Church — Hong Kong Synod
Martha Boss Lutheran Community Centre
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Mr. Kwan Man Lun
Social WorkRer
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Lutheran Family Support Networking Team
primarily prouvides support and referral services
to grassroots families in Hung Hom, To Kwa Wan
and Ho Man Tin, and assists them in building
community mutual aid networks. At the same
time, our team supports subdivided unit families
in the area, organising community gatherings,
concern groups, women’s organisations, and

other activities.

We are honoured to continue our collaboration
with HKBU students and have three students
from the Department of Sport, Physical Education
and Health participate in our service work. They
visited several subdivided flat families with our
staff, allowing grassroots families to feel the care
and encouragement from society while enabling
students to personally experience the difficulties
and needs they face in daily life. When the
students visited some middle-aged individuals
living alone in subdivided flats, they learned
that these individuals had varying degrees of
physical strain and engaged in very little physical
activity. As a result, the students decided to
utilise their knowledge to create a series of short
videos demonstrating exercises and stretches
that can be done at home, enabling neighbours
to maintain proper posture and improuve their

phuysical conditions.

We hope this activity gave students a memorable
experience and encouraged them to continue
caring about the living conditions of grassroots
families in Hong Kong, embodying the spirit of

solidarity within the community.
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Physical activity provides important benefits
across all age groups. Unfortunately, due to
the lack of space, low-income families living in
subdivided flats may not be able to maintain
the habit of exercising. Three videos were made
to encourage exercise within a limited space.
For children, exercise promotes healthy physical
development, enhances cognitive abilities like
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concentration and problem-solving skills, and
supports emotional well-being by reducing
stress and boosting self-confidence. For adults,
exercise improves cardiovascular health, aids in
weight management, supports muscle recovery
and injury prevention, and helps relieve stress.
For the elderly, physical activity is crucial for fall
prevention by improving strength and balance,
maintaining cognitive function, flexibility and
mobility necessary for independent living.
Exercising regularly has a wide-ranging positive
impact on the physical, mental, and emotional
well-being of people of all ages. It is hoped that
residents in subdivided flats can also maintain a
healthy body in the long run.
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What’s on the students’ minds?

Chan
YikR Kan

BA PE &
REC MGNT

Lam
Tsz Shan

The biggest takeaway for me is to stay positive
in every situation we face. During the visit to
residents in subdivided flats, | realised that
people hold different attitudes toward their
living environments and financial status. Some
of them choose to close themselues off and avoid
building connections, while others are thankful
for what they have. This special experience
taught me a valuable lesson.

My service-leaming experience focused on
visiting residents in subdivided flats. My
groupmate and | soon realised that there
was very little space for residents to moue.

BA PE & REC As a student from the Department of Sport,

MGNT

Physical Education, and Health, | wish to remind
grassroots individuals about the importance of
exercising so that they can better prepare their
bodies for work.
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Food Grace  Vessel REPAIR
B2 B2

Ms. Tam Kam Man, Emily
Project Officer (Repair Education)
Vessel REPAIR

Ms. Chau Yuet Tung, Vivian
Assistant Project Officer (Recycling & Community Education)
Food Grace
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Vessel REPAIR encourages the public “to repair
instead of buying” and adopt a sustainable
lifestyle. We also set up repair stations where
repair volunteer experts gather to provide home
appliance repair services to the community
and match resources with grassroots in need,
reducing electronic waste at its source. It is
an honour to be invited to participate in the
programme again this year and collaborate with
HKBU students. The students helped prepare a
game to introduce Vessel REPAIR to members of
Food Grace, allowing more grassroots citizens
to understand the seruvices and vision of Vessel
REPAIR.
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It is hoped that the struggles of low-income
families can be brought to light, and that resources
can be better utilised. Combining the experience
and insights from both Food Grace and Vessel
REPAIR, projects in which they assisted, students
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held a workshop for the elderly who may not
have access to social media or the internet. The
workshop introduced Public Vessel REPAIR Day
about the new seruice of repairing old electronic
devices at the centre. The presentation workshop,
guided tour, and booth games were designed to
arouse participants‘ interest and attention. The
distributed lucky bags contained food collected
by Food Grace and were used as rewards for the
booth games. These activities aimed to reach
different people in need and help them save
money. It is also hoped that resources in society
can be better utilised to avoid wastage.
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What’s on the students’ minds?

Wong
Tsz Ching
Cherry

BA PE &
REC MGNT

Lam
Yuen Ping

BA PE & REC
MGNT

Tsang
Mei Sui

BA PE & REC
MGNT

Before | participated in the course, | thought that
prouiding financial assistance was an essential
way to alleviate poverty. However, | changed
my mind after participating in social services
related to soup distribution to the elderly. It
provided me with a chance to reflect on how
to use resources more effectively and help the
needy. It was a unique experience for me.

This was a meaningful and enriching experience
for me to design a presentation and prepare
games for the elderly to introduce the upcoming
service of Vessel REPAIR. It was unexpected that
the elderly were very active in giving responses
and queuing up for games. The positive attitude
of the elderly in need reminded me of how to
face challenges in life.

After participating in the community services, |
gained a deeper understanding of the situation
of the poor and wish to help them with my
knowledge. In this project, we helped prepare
a workshop for the elderly to explain the
upcoming seruvice of Vessel REPAIR. It was good
to train my communication skills and apply my
major studies in interacting with elderly people.

BRIZRT, FAES AR A REN
RHEHEENEZ AN, A
m, 287 RREFREZKE
ATIRFBFR, Tl 7%,
EERARERBIUNFERTN
WHAER, BEBEFER
No SEH TR —EIERHY

&
S

ARBXRTBR, Elml
18 B #E BB B AR TS
HERRE2—EESZAT
BEER. HFEHNR,
REMREAIL BRI
. EEBRENRER
BIBREE, 2 7 BulF
EHEEFHIDREL

2NtERFHER, HHBEBEA
THRRR T ERANT R,
ATV ER M. £
IBES, FfIEE 7 —ET1F
Y, mREEREHEEE
ER#S. ERBNKEERR
=15, WeEIEKEERP
2, MREFH,

44



Hong Kong Young Women'’s Christian Association
Jockey Club Western District Integrated Social Seruvice Centre
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Mr. Siu Ching Hei
Registered Social Worker
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TheHongKongYoungWomen’s ChristianAssociation
has always been dedicated to aduocating the
spirit of Christ and the “Enhancement of Life”.
The objective of the Association is to aduance the
spiritual, mental, physical, and social welfare of
individuals, and to cultivate the Christian spirit of
fellowship and service.

Inrecentyears, our Westem District Integrated Social
Service Centre has focused on cultivating a group of
young people who are concemed about community
issues and taking on the role of community leaders.
Through innouative approaches, we promote the
Sustainable Deuvelopment Goals (SDGs) in the
community, thereby improuving the quality of life
for young people.

We can easily observe that young people
nowadays rarely set up career contingency plans,
leading to common feelings of helplessness when
facing unexpected outcomes.. Fortunately, HKBU
students collaborated with our Centre to organise
career development workshops with an art theme
for ethnic minority secondary school students in the
Central and Westem District. We aim to promote
the importance of creating career contingency
plans and help them build a sense of hope for the
future.

Within just two months, HKBU students engaged
in service experiences, brainstorming, leading
activities, and reflection. They not only made efforts
to overcome language barriers but also showed
great willingness to understand the culture of local
secondary school students in Hong Kong, striving
to prouide the most suitable services for them.

We sincerely appreciate the participation and
enthusiasm of HKBU students in this process, which

enabled young people to leamm and reflect after
the activities. We believe this experiential leaming
experience can deepen students’ understanding of
Hong Kong culture and support their future career
development.
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“What do you want to be when you grow up?”
This question should be familiar to every Rid.
However, due to the lack of support for low-
income families, children might have relatively
limited career choices. The proposed workshop
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was designed as a casual brainstorming session
for secondary school students from Forms 3 to 6,
aiming to facilitate discussions to guide students’
thinRing, focusing on three key areas: education,
career, and personal aspirations. The workshops
focused particularly on ethnic minority groups in
Hong Kong, as they are more likely to come from
low-income families due to their parents’ lower-
level positions. It is believed that life planning
is critical for future success in all aspects of
life, including education, career, and personal
pursuits, and thereby increases the probability of
improuing students’ financial status in the long
run.
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What’s on the students’ minds?

Moore
Haylie Xin

Exchange
(Overseas)

Suleimenova
Dilnaz

BBA ACCT

Dana Kam-
barkhanova

BBA ISBI

Joyce Gomes

BA HUM
CULTURES

As an exchange student new to Hong Kong who
does not speak Cantonese, it was quite challenging
for me to study the local poverty problem and try
to lead a workshop. Fortunately, the workshops
were successfully held, giving secondary school
students clear directions on their future paths. The
experience developed my ability to plan events
and communicate with others.

Before | took this course, | understood pouerty
in a structural way instead of viewing it from
a personal perspective. After the lectures and
service-learing experience, | realised that it would
not be effective to change the pouerty situation
without the efforts of the poor themseluves. Our
group focused on leading secondary school
students to formulate their future goals.

This is the first service-learning course | have
taken, and it was challenging for me. Our
group conducted a career workshop for ethnic
minorities in Hong Kong. | am an introvert, so |
find it difficult to interact with strangers. | am
glad that people are friendly and nice. | trained
my communication skills in a comfortable way.

As an ethnic minority student who grew up in
Hong Kong, | understand the stress of growing up
without sufficient support and guidance to pursue
my future studies and career. Therefore, | wish to
help students in poor families by providing them
with options regarding financial support. | am
happy to see that students are willing to share
their views in the workshops.
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Concern For Grassroots’ Livelihood Alliance
D FERE R

Mr. Wong Kai Hing
Director
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Caregiver stress is one of the social issues that has received
attention in recent years. If everyone in the community can
become caregivers, utilising their strengths, helping each
other, watching over, and caring for those around them, the

community will be filled with more love. Caregivers tirelessly

devote their time and energy to taking care of
their family members, often neglecting their
own needs or unknowingly enduring immense
pressure. Recognising this, students organised a
children’s picture book workshop, co-reading the
picture book “The Caring Ten: Community Caring
Man” presented by the Community Investment
and Inclusion Fund. Through lifelike stories, they
aimed to enhance children’s understanding of
caregivers and encourage them to care for and
support caregivers in their lives, thus building
a harmonious and loving community together.
Everyone can become a caregiver, regardless of

age, gender, or background.

We appreciate the students’ efforts in designing
the activities, considering the direction
and details from the children’s perspective.
In addition to the co-reading activity, the
students also designed a drawing workshop
where children collaborated to create a story
through their artwork. This not only allowed
children to experience the spirit of cooperation,
but also sparked their creative thinking. At the
same time, it encouraged children to care for
and support caregivers. Sometimes, a simple
greeting or a gesture of help can motivate
caregivers to Reep going. “Caring” starts with

small acts. The participating children also

expressed that through these activities, they
realised the importance of community care and

enjoyed a fun drawing experience.
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Low-income families may face severe financial
stress and other related challenges in life. Children
in low-income families may not know how to deal
with stress in a sensible way, or have the chance
to express their feelings. The project was designed
to target primary school students, with the aim of
emphasising the spirit of mutual joy, and helping

WHAT
IS the

project
about?
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students understand the importance of team
spirit. It aimed to conuey the message that
when facing difficulties, students should not
merely rely on themselues, but rely more on
collective power to overcome challenges. The
event began with a storytelling session to
demonstrate how to achieve shared joy, and
the participants were grouped and tasked
with creating a picture book collaboratively.
Through this activity, it is hoped that students
will lear how to communicate, share their
workload, and successfully complete the task
together
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What'’s on the student’s mind?

Lee Hoi Tung

BA HUM
MEDIA &
CREATIVE

Before | started planning my project, | spent
a lot of time helping with the phone survey
and interacting with low-income families.
This allowed me to understand their needs
and concerns in their lives. The most precious
takReaway from this course is stepping out of
my comfort zone to express my love and care

for the lower class in society.
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Mr. Wong Kai Hing
Director
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Rolling Books
RENE

Rolling Books operates a community reading
retail shop in Sham Shui Po, and we are delighted
to have Nigel helping us run programmes for
the underprivileged community members in
the district. Not only did he get opportunities to
connect with children in the neighbourhood, but
he also gaue us suggestions to improue the retail
experience based on his academic background.
This has been a wonderful experience for us,

Nigel, and the families in the district.
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Reading is an important way to gain knowledge
in different areas through words. However, for
low-income families, it might be difficult to look

WHAT
IS the
project
about?
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for suitable books and materials for children
within limited resources. The project focused
on the promotion of reading by raising
public awareness of the physical bookshop
of our community partner to reach the target
customer base, which includes young adults
and adults, especially ethnic minorities
in Sham Shui Po. It explored a number of
ways, including improuving store facilities,
acquiring a broadcasting device to promote
store events, and others.
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What'’s on the student’s mind?

Cheung
Chun Wai
Nigel

BBA ENTREP
& Bl

This project prouvided me with a chance to
reflect on the needs of children from low-
income families. In the past, | had no clear
understanding of poverty issues in Hong Kong
and did not know how to help. The dedication
of our community partner always reminds me,
as an entrepreneurship student, that startups
can be socially responsible and help solue social

problems.
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Ms. Wu Lake Yan,
Kimberly
Programme Manager
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CantoGather

BHRE

Since 2020, CantoGather has been working
on connecting our Chinese and non-Chinese
communities in Hong Kong through Cantonese
language and multicultural education.

Currently, our programme serves primary
school students. Every weeR, our volunteer
tutors visit schools to teach Cantonese and
Chinese to children in fun and engaging ways.
We aim to enhance their language skKills,
confidence, and motivation to learn. Our lesson
design incorporates elements of multicultural
education, fostering mutual understanding,
friendship, and appreciation of diverse cultures
among tutors and children.

In March this year, Lemon from HKBU joined our
organisation for aninternship. Lemonis studying
visual arts, and during the internship, she not
only served as a tutor and helped create teaching
materials for our classes, but also designed and
created a set of games to help children practise
sentence structures. With different sets of word
cards, the game can be adapted for children of
different proficiency levels. It is meticulously
crafted and thoughtfully designed.

Through this internship experience, we hope
that students will gain a better understanding
of the non-Chinese community in Hong Kong.
We also encourage them to explore different
ways to leverage their strengths in making
CommUnity a reality.
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Cantonese is a crucial language in Hong Kong.
Nonetheless, learning Cantonese might be
difficult for low-income ethnic minorities with
limited access to resources. This project aimed to
combine games, stories, and learning, allowing
children to learn Cantonese in an interesting way.

WHAT
IS the

project
about?
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It focused on creating illustrated books, with
one series about radical Chinese characters,
specifically the word “wood”. In the “Spin
and Grab!” project, which involued makRing
interactive games for children to formulate
Cantonese sentences, it was observed that
ethnic minority children understood the
meaning and pronunciation, but they were
unable to link the word to its elements.
The existing teaching materials, primarily
workbooks and flashcards, are relatively
boring. Therefore, the student created
materials that will allow the children to
play and learn at the same time, enhancing
their ability to link words through games
and encouraging Cantonese communication.
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What'’s on the student’s mind?

Lam
Ho Sze

BA VISUAL
ARTS SMA

Before | participated in CantoGather, | did not
understand the relationship between education
and poverty. After | joined a few services for
teaching ethnic minority children to speak and
write Chinese characters, | gradually began to
understand how language barriers may hinder
their future career choices. As a Visual Arts
student, | wish to use my skills to facilitate

teaching.
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Green Commune Education Charity Foundation Limited
BHEHERERSS

Ms. Ann Cheung
Administrative Director
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We are a charitable organisation aimed at
respecting the environment and caring for lives.
We hired many disabled people, including those
who have recovered from mental illnesses, as
well as individuals who are mentally challenged
or have autism, etc. The percentage of disabled
colleagues in our organisation is about 60%.
Therefore, we are Reen for students to learn
how to cooperate with disabled people and
understand that they can work just like anyone
else. Since we are running the Green@San
Hui programme held by the Environmental
Protection Department, students acquired
knowledge about recycling during their service-
learning experience. Reducing waste has been
a hot topic in Hong Kong this year, so we hope
that students rethink their lifestyles and spread
the message of loving our planet by living in an
environmentally friendly way.

It is already the fifth round of collaboration with
HKBU, and students serviced our customers at
our indoor recycling stores and outdoor recycling
spots. We hope that they can develop good
communication skRills and be motivated and
active in helping customers in need. Moreover, in
a real working environment, we expect students
to have professional etiquette, such as being
punctual and knowing the proper and polite
way to request leave. Although these may seem
like small things, employers or senior colleagues
usually care about them. As the students are
going to graduate very soon, it is important for
them to follow good manners.
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WHAT
IS the

project
about?

Waste recyclying helps combat climate change.
Students gained firsthand experience in waste
recycling in the community through their
participation in the operation of recycling
stations and recycling spots within the GREEN@
COMMUNITY networR. To further promote waste
recycling, students conducted a survey on user
experience for Green@San Hui in order to provide
a more convenient and friendly recycling facility
in the community.
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What’s on the students’ minds?

Carmen
Wu

BBA
Finance

FenFen
Liu

BBA ACCT

Leung
Tak Shun

BBA ECON &
DA

| learned about the 17 Sustainable Deuvelopment
Goals in different courses at the university.
The service-leaming experience gave me
the opportunity to participate in mitigating
environmental issues directly. It really sharpened
my understanding of them.

The service-learning experience allowed me to
have a deeper understanding of sustainable
development and made me realise the
importance of waste recyclying. Meanwhile, |
could see how small actions can contribute to
addressing environmental issues. The project
also improued my interpersonal skills.

As therecyclying centreis an inclusive workplace,
it gaue me a valuable opportunity to work with
people with all Rinds of differences. Meanwhile,
the service-leaming experience allowed me
to contribute to environmental protection by
promoting waste recyclyng.
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The Warehouse Teenage Club
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We are honoured to have been the community
partner for the past two years. We hope students
can gain exposure and experiences outside
of school by participating in our youth and
community work, and connecting with peers
from different backgrounds and a wide variety
of community stakeholders. Meanwhile, we
have encouraged students to organise activities
for us and gained new insights from them.
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WHAT
IS the

project
about?

Located at the Old Aberdeen Police Station, a
Grade Il historic building, the Warehouse Teenage
Club is a community co-working space that aims
to unleash youngsters’ creativity and talents for
a more inclusive society. Students participated in
a number of projects and activities organised by
the Warehouse. To promote a more sustainable
community, students designed and delivered a
workshop for people to make their own reusable
cup sleeves.
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What’s on the students’ minds?

Ching
Chui Yi

BBA ECON
& DA

Leung
Lai Wa

BBA
MARKETING

Yu
Chun Ho

BBA
FINANCE

Service-learning developed my communication,
problem-solving, leadership and teamwork
sRills. It offered me the chance to work with
my team members on the service-learing
projects and interact with other people in our
community. The seruvice at the Warehouse also
helped me understand that intangible cultural
heritage can have multidimensional aspects,
including history and even economics.

|am glad to have had the opportunity to participate
in a variety of activities at the Warehouse. The
experience of an activity for children with special
educational needs deeply impressed me. Another
activity was to providea special school with
shooting games and aduenture activities. The
children were much smarter and better behaved
than | imagined, and they demonstrated their
courage and perseverance in the aduenture
activities. They even motivated their teammates to
support and encourage each other. | have gained a
new perspective and understanding of them.

My participation in several activities organised
by the Warehouse for the conservation of
intangible cultural heritage made me understand
the importance of sustainable deuelopment,
and more importantly, ways to achieve it. The
seruice-learning project also allowed me to leamm
how to collaborate with my team members,
such as the importance of division of labor and
effective communication.
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The PoRfulam Farm

SR

Ms. Kathy Wong Siu Ching
Senior Programme Officer
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The Pokfulam Farm, formerly the Old Dairy Farm
Senior Staff Quarters, was co-designed and co-
operated by Caritas Hong Kong and Pokfulam
Village Cultural Landscape Conseruation Limited.
The Farm is far from an ordinary cattle ranch. It
is a platform for visitors to immerse themselues
in nature and the cultural context of the
landscape. Through exhibitions, guided tours and
workshops, visitors can learn about the past of
the old Dairy Farm and explore alternative ways
of life. This is also one of the few revitalisation
projects driven by local villagers.

We thank HKBU for offering opportunities for
students to come and work with us. The Farm
envisions a conservation project that goes beyond
preseruation. We aim to bring new meaning to
revitalisation in modern times. Thus, we were
truly delighted when students, inspired by their
own experiences here, organised workshops or
other activities for new visitors at The Farm.

We hope what they experienced at The Farm
will serve as an inspiration and a reminder that
with community-driven efforts, heritage can
be preserved and revitalised, creating a rich
tapestry of history, culture, and natural beauty
for present and future generations to cherish.
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WHAT
IS the

project
about?

The Pokfulam Farm is located in a Grade | historic
building, which was formerly the Old Dairy
Farm Senior Staff Quarters known as Braemar.
Beyond a heritage conseruvation project, the Farm
plans exhibition, docent tours and workshops to
promotes and supports sustainable development
of the entire community in PoRfulam. After
participating in uvarious cultural promotion
activities, students conducted a survey and
analyse the data to shed lights on how Pokfulam
Farm can further contribute to the promotion of
sustainable community.
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What'’s on the students’ minds?

Huili Chen
BBA FINANCE

Tanja Sipila
BBA FINANCE

The experience in engaging with the visitors of
the Farm gave me a deeper understanding of the
role of education in raising public awareness of
sustainability issues. As a student of Finance, this
experience also inspired me about the potential
role of responsible inuestment in supporting the
Sustainable Development Goals.

The experience was transformative. The service-
learing experience increased my interest in local
history and made me truly appreciate the effort
put into conserving local heritage and educating
people about it.
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St. James Settlement Community
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People Service Centre
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The LoR Sin Tong Benevolent Society,
Kowloon

NeEeRER

The Lutheran Church - Hong Kong Synod
Martha Boss Lutheran Community Centre
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Food Grace & Vessel REPAIR
B & BB

Hong Kong

Young Women’s Christian Association
Jockey Club Western District
Integrated Social Seruice Centre
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