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This course aims to provide an opportunity for students to explore
poverty issues through lectures and community engagement. The
course starts with an introduction of various poverty concepts and
theories and an overview of the poverty situation in Hong Kong.
Students then move on to explore how human incentives matter
in fighting poverty by studying the stories of failed and successful
poverty alleviation measures.

In collaboration with NGOs, NPOs and Social Enterprises, students
gain first-hand experience in exploring poverty issues and interacting
with grassroots citizens in Hong Kong through direct participation in
different community programmes. Students team up in small groups
to work on an innovative project that aims to alleviate poverty or
promotesocialinclusion. Studentsareexpectedtointegrateacademic
content with experiences gained from community engagement.
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GE Capstone Service-Learning courses
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All HKBU students are required to complete a capstone course
as a culminating capstone experience in the General Education
Programme. In service-learning capstone courses, students and
faculty members apply their academic knowledge and skills to
address community needs off-campus by means of fostering
innovation. Meaningful service projects anchored in a specific
curriculum are developed to contribute to the common good
of humankind while enriching students’ academic learning and
personal growth.
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The Centre for Sustainable Development Studies serves both as a
research unit and as a platform for organising impactful service-
learning activities for students.

Service-learning is an educational approach that transcends
conventional classroom instruction, offering numerous benefits. In
addition to nurturing students’ personal and social development, it
cultivates critical thinking, empathy, and a profound sense of social
responsibility. Through active participation in service-learning,
students not only contribute to addressing pressing societal
challenges but also play a pivotal role in promoting sustainable
development. Our overarching goal is to encourage students to
reflect upon their experiences and discover enhanced methods
to serve their communities, all while enriching their own learning
journeys.

This booklet records the activities we have organised in the past
academic year. Thanks to Or Aries Wong and many community
partners for their dedicated efforts in providing all these
opportunities to our students! My appreciation also goes to
the students for their attempts to make positive changes in our
communities.
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Congratulations to Or Aries Wong, the supporting team, and the
students for accomplishing their service-learning projects!

Service-learning offers a unique opportunity for students to bridge
the gap between theory and practice. As a General Education
capstone course, GCAP3076 is tailored in ways that our students are
guided and supported at every step, making connections between
the concepts, theories, and materials covered in the classroom and
their service experiences in the community. The cyclic hard work of
the team begins with identifying and engaging community partners,
designing the programme, training students, and concludes with
reflection and assessment.

Despite all the great efforts of the team, the course would not have
been a success without the support from the collaborating parties.
For example, the General Education Office included this course in
the GE curriculum and provided continuous financial support for
carrying out activities. Colleagues at the Centre for Innovative
Service-Learning shared their valuable experience in designing the
programme. \We would like to take this chance to thank all the
collaborating parties.

Looking forward, we wish the team another successful year in 2023-
24 so that more students can benefit from the course and make a
meaningful impact on the communities through their services and
careers.

NEREABL. TEEBRLURFEESM
IEF)Fem it PIBIARS R B RA |

B2 BAERRME T (RIS,

HENtPEIEsREE B EISREER. (F
A EEHEEEEERIZ, GCAP30768Y
FETEA THRFERZAES—THSIIES
Fs<HE, (BPIRESITRE LATE2AIER

B IEERAIAR B[S B ARESIESRARAS
Bo EBAYS YR TR R (AR
5, BEREtERIE. IR, REBRURE
MFHEIFRS,

BB T ERNES, BEEKSE
BMSIE, SR DHLEUS AT,

WA B RS ERIZMAGERRIE, WHF
BRI ESERLUETIES. RIFTARTS
S2RD MRS NN ZE T MPIERER
BB SR, RIS R
B E{FE L

REARIK, HFIFLEBKIE2023-245
FHREUSAY, BBEZHEZNEE
RI2PRE, IWEBMFIBIARFFMREE
A RFERIEERITE,

10



Prof. Chiu Sung Nok
R ra 2UR

Director,
General Education Office

GEI Y AN

__




This compelling collection showcases the incredible -efforts
undertaken by our students, community partners, the instructor,
and dedicated friends involved in GCAP3076 Service-Learning
in Fighting Poverty. As a service-learning course, it stands as a
testament to HKBU’s unwavering commitment to addressing the
pressing issue of poverty through transformative education. The
course has provided students with a unique opportunity to bridge
the gap between theory and practice, enabling them to apply their
knowledge and transdisciplinary skills to real-world situations,
making them future-ready for the challenges of tomorrow.

As | read through the narratives shared by our students, | was
deeply moved by their dedication, passion, and compassion. They
engaged with various social groups affected by poverty, including
the elderly, children, and ethnic minorities, and addressed their
unique challenges by delving beyond surface-level assistance to
comprehend the root causes of inequality. By collaborating with
community partners, the students made a tangible impact on the
lives of these individuals and gained a deeper understanding of the
complexities surrounding poverty.

These are stories of empathy, resilience, and the power of collective
actions. They also serve as a poignant reminder of the ever-
evolving nature of poverty and the new challenges that have arisen
in the post-pandemic new normal. It calls upon all of us to unite and
create a more equitable future.

| extend my deepest gratitude to Or Aries \Wong, the ten community
partners, students, and colleagues whose unwavering commitment
and dedication have made this course a success.
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Service-learning
project coordinator
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Service-learning
project coordinator
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We are delighted to collaborate once again with Or Wong. Over the
past year, we have established a strong partnership and mutual
understanding, working together to enhance the quality and
effectiveness of the service-learning course.

In this collaboration, we placed special emphasis on connecting with
various community partners, offering students a diverse range of
service-learning opportunities. We collaborated with community
partners from different regions, serving various groups, including
local organisations, transitional housing projects, and ethnic
minority communities. Through these collaborations, students
gained a deeper understanding of various social issues and the
challenges faced by these groups, prompting them to consider
solutions to these challenges.

We are deeply grateful for the active participation and positive
attitude of our students. They diligently planned, designed, and
implemented activities that catered to the genuine needs of the
service targets. This not only provided them with invaluable learning
experiences but also enhanced their awareness and sense of social
responsibility.

We would also like to express our gratitude to our community
partners for their support and collaboration throughout the service-
learning process. They provided hands-on learning opportunities
and extended appropriate support and assistance to the students,
ensuring the smooth execution of the activities. Such collaborations
not only allowed students to apply their knowledge in real-world
contexts but also made a tangible difference in addressing social
problems.

We believe such collaborations and learning experiences hold long-
term value for our students. Participating in service-learning not
only enhances their knowledge and skills but also cultivates their
leadership qualities, teamwork spirit, and social consciousness.
Moving forward, we are committed to continuing our collaboration
with community partners, offering more meaningful service-lear

HMESHEE RSB T ETA1F.
BE—F, HPRILEERIT BEFNS
ERARAIIRER, HESBHRARBER
ESELNER %S

EEREER, HfRIEERESTR
INAHBIBREE, BRISFIREZ TR
HEBRWE, WAIERETEMEAYT
BINFETE, MFIRIRBHREE

[, 2EtEAR. BEMTEREERE.
D GEEERS. BBELEEIE, RS
PIRESBRAM T KB ERBEE
ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%,ﬁﬁ%WME%E%

HPPEBRHF 2 IR ENER
RBE, MfISSHMER). Rt LB
N ERBHREEF KL, ETE
EMPIER T BESHNEBIER, MR
TfIE @ ERERR IS E.

IR R A PIERERS S
BBEPIRAE. WiREMATE
WEBKE, WETESMEENX
FABh, (EAREESIEFETT, B
BIFNMEER B PIRESBIREAPRE,
WA ERERE T BEFR,

HPIREERNIFNEBIERLF 2
fIZRREGRRNEE, DERBER
MEZRMPIBIRBARERERT, &
BE T PIBIRE. BB A EERRA
HERHE, KK, RPIGEESINE
HEIHEFEE, BRSMHRESS
BRENRFE2BHE, HEAERE
B BRIELE I,

16



Dr Anes VVong
B 1

Course Instructor

N e

Anson Lam

MESS

Project Administrator

IBHEE



alleviation
project

M@QMQmeum&pMMMMmp@ye

livelihoods

Students-as-Partners

SCheme With the support from General Education Office, we have incorporated
the student-as-partner initiative in the course this year. Five students with

Have you heard of it? service-learning experience joined our team as Student Partners. In the
spirit of peer learning, they served as mentors to our students to share their
learning experiences and help students apply academic knowledge and skKills
to real-world situations. Through participating in group discussions and

19 observing students’ service-learning activities, our Student Partners took on
a new role and gained a deep understanding of service-learning .
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Message from

Mani, LUl Man Vi

It was an honour to join the Students-as-Partners
Scheme this year. Observing and assisting students as
they learned through their service-learning project
was an absolute pleasure. As a student partner, |
had to think about how to provide some constructive
tips to facilitate students to better plan and execute
their own projects. By sharing my service-learning
experience, | hoped that students would be able
to overcome different obstacles throughout the
course. It was great to see that students were able
to implement their projects and share the outcomes
with us! It would be great to apply what we have
learned in this course and turn these ideas into long-
term solutions.
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Other student-partners:
CHAN Joy Tin
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I hrough their home visits to the

impoverished households in
Kowloon City, the students learned
how limited access to information
can affect the ability of these
households to improve their living
standards. Therefore, the group used
social media platforms to provide
useful information on social welfare,
healthy recipes and knowledge
about the local community to these
underprivileged households in
Kowloon City.
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HIS MESSAGE

utheran Family Support Network
Team primarily provides support
and referral services to grassroots
families in Hung Hom, To Kwa Wan
and Ho Man Tin, and assists them
in building community mutual aid
networks. At the same time, the team
supports subdivided unit families
in the area, organising community
gatherings, concern groups, women's
organisations and other activities.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic
raging over the past three years,
Hong Kong citizens have had to rush
to purchase epidemic prevention
supplies, undergo testing, and
schools have temporarily suspended
physical classes and switched to
online teaching, all of which have
left citizens physically and mentally
exhausted. Some social services
have also been forced to temporarily
suspend their operations, leaving
many citizens feeling helpless,
especially grassroots families living
in subdivided units. Due to their
poor economic conditions, they

are forced to live in cramped living
environments. Children not only lack
space for activities, but parents also
lose the support of social services,
and their physical and mental health
is greatly affected. In response to this
situation, the team has adjusted its

THE COMMUNITY PARTNER

Mr. Kwan Man Lun 88 fic 4

Social Worker 1+ T

e

intervention methods to meet the
needs of these families.

It has been an honour to collaborate
with HKBU and arrange for three
students to participate in our team'’s
service work. They visited many
subdivided unit families with our staff,
not only allowing grassroots families
to feel the care and encouragement
of society but also enabling students
to personally experience the
difficulties and needs that grassroots
families face in their lives. When the
students learned that subdivided

unit families had less access to social
welfare information, they produced a
series of materials related to housing,
social welfare, simple recipes, etc.,
and published them through our
social media platform, allowing
grassroots families to obtain more
relevant information.

We hope this activity gave students a
memorable experience and that they
would continue to care about the

living conditions of grassroots families

in Hong Kong, embodying the spirit
of community and mutual support.
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I GETTING REFLECTIVE

#1

STUDENTS’
AFTERTHOUGHTS §

PR EB 5k CHAN Si Lam

Before taking the course, | believed
that poverty was primarily an issue
faced by people living in Africa and
did not realise it could also exist
around us in Hong Kong. Through
the home visits during our service-
learning period, | learned that
individuals living in poverty face
different challenges, such as health
and mental illnesses. Also, they were
so friendly, completely altering the
negative stereotypes | had in mind.
The service-learning experience was
unforgettable.
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The service-learning experience helped me understand the challenges faced by
underprivileged families and their children. During the home visits, | saw the cramped
living conditions of low-income families. Their children even had to study on beds due
to the lack of space for a table. It was also ironic to see that subdivided flats without
gas supplies are located right beside the control centre of a gas supplier.
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WHAT DO THEY THINK?

AT AT 2288 CHONG Chui Lai
j:m:%% EE% ‘563 nfé The service-learning prqject .prowded me with o'newfou'nd ur?derstondlng of poverty
/= s = AL that | could never have imagined. The firsthand interaction with the poor left a deep
3 impression on me. The extensive research | did on subdivided flats for my service-
learning project also reshaped my understanding of poverty. Through this service-
learning experience, | came to realise a little help means a lot to those in need. This
experience has motivated me to start making changes in my community.
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CHILDOREN UNIQUE
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Participating in community
services for children with special
educational needs (SEN), the
students gained firsthand experience
of the challenges faced by low-
income families with SEN children.

' Recognising the importance of the

support provided by the community
partner, Children Unique, the group

° used social media platforms to

promote the services offered by
Children Unique. They also conducted

° a questionnaire to gather feedback

from the families for continuous
improvement.
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HIS MESSAGE

he service-learning course of

the Department of Accountancy,
Economics and Finance at HKBU
aims to enable students to use
their knowledge and skills to help
marginalised communities through
participating in community services.
This year, Children Unique is fortunate
to be one of the collaborating
organisations.

Our organisation uses karate to help
children with special educational

THE COMMUNITY PARTNER

needs (SEN) improve their executive
functioning, social skills, and
behavioural problems. Through the
programme, the HKBU students
learned more about SEN children,
promoting social inclusion. In
addition, the programme provided a
collaborative learning platform, where
students interacted and learned from
each other. Throughout the process,
we also felt the students’ enthusiasm
and willingness to learn with an open
mind.

Mr. Yip Yick Hong Z£ZEff 54
Counselling Psychologist/Founder ##:&/ 022258 /815 A
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I GETTING REFLECTIVE

#2

STUDENTS’
AFTERTHOUGHTS

Z=g/|#2 LEE Hoi Ching

| have established friendships with several SEN children through the service-learning
project. One of my students had difficulty following instructions and lacked confidence
in the Karate class. | kept encouraging and supporting her. After a few weeks, she

was able to overcome challenges and became more cheerful. | was so touched by her
efforts and improvement. | understand that poverty does not disappear overnight, but
| believe that small changes matter.
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From the service-learning experience,
| have come to understand that
families with SEN children face
both financial and psychological
stress. Even though our two-month
service could not completely solve
the problem, | do believe that my
participation brought a positive
impact on the issue. In the future, |
will use the knowledge to educate
people around me and pay closer
attention to related policies.
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The service-learning experience helped me understand the challenges experienced by
low-income families with SEN children. These families need to bear additional expenses for
therapy and other training, but their access to assistance is very limited. | also learned from
SEN children. One of the kids kept himself motivated in the Karate class by saying, “l can do
it"”. He reminded me that | should not give up easily when things get tough.
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WHAT DO THEY THINK?
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| am someone who easily gives up because of setbacks. The perseverance of SEN children in
the Karate class has taught me that frustration and failures are just a part of everyone’s
life. Learning from failures actually helps me improve. The service-learning experience also
improved my problem-solving skills, as one can never perfectly predict what may happen
during project implementation.

ﬁm BRARITMAEZ BRI, EZEFBRE, %NF?M%ﬁEﬁ%E%%ﬁ%WQ
@A$E¢M——“oﬁiw¢m“@ﬁﬁioW? BICERRIR A 7 AR EIERVRE
ﬁ,léfﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁk¢,ﬁﬁﬁ E AT RTAAIF] ﬁi%%ﬁo

29 30




31

THE PROJECT

#3

Knowledge is power! The community %D BRI | AR TRE) HE8ER
service experience at the social ETIE R IRBIERERSRT B2 ER
housing in Cheung Shan Estate ARERENABSERIEEZER. B2EBHE
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helped the students understand that %lﬁggggérlﬁ i R

educational resources for children
from low-income families are very
limited. The group educated the
children in Cheung Shan Estate about
environmental protection through
lectures, games and handicraft
workshops.

HER MESSAGE

THE COMMUNITY PARTNER

Ms. Lau Hoi Man 2887327+
Project Development Officer I8 B 2§ E@ F1F

n line with our vision to genuinely care

and collaborate in the realm of charity, the
Lok Sin Tong Benevolent Society, Kowloon is
committed to promoting charitable work in
various areas, including poverty alleviation,
medical care, and education. We hope to
provide suitable and quality diversified services
to meet the evolving needs of our community
and help more individuals in need.

We would like to thank the Department of
Accountancy, Economics and Finance for
arranging three students to participate in our
organisation’s service. In this service-learning
programme, the students designed and held
a series of activities related to environmental
protection for grassroots children in the
Cheung Shan Estate in Tsuen Wan, raising
their awareness of environmental protection.
In addition, the students led the children on
a virtual tour of HKBU via Zoom, giving them
the opportunity to learn about the facilities
of a local university. Some of the participating
children expressed that they really enjoyed the
activities designed by the students.
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I GETTING REFLECTIVE

#3

=25 YIP Tai Nam

The lectures helped me understand that there are many innovative ways to fight
poverty. | have never imagined that loans could be used to lift the poor from poverty.
However, | learned from a story in one of the lectures about how microcredit,
pioneered by the Grameen BankK, alleviated the poverty situation in rural villages of
Bangladesh. It was truly inspiring!

REERDAIFFZHNBERAF L. RUEDP—BHRENHEFABRRER
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S24£75 PANG Kwai Fong

The service-learning experience brought me unparalleled happiness and satisfaction!
Although changes that individuals caon make may be limited, we should not give

up on doing small acts of kindness. Little drops of water make an ocean! Through
the service-learning experience, | have come to realise that | can also contribute to
poverty alleviation. In the future, | will continue to participate in community services
to help children living in poverty.

ARFFEBACERAS T IBIPAAR B BYIREN MR | B ARSI RAINESFTHIR, B
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2845 E NG Ho Kwan

Poverty can take away parental

time from their children, as parents
of low-income families may need to
work all day and night or even during
weekends. It is a precious opportunity
for me to offer useful and interesting
workshops for children living in
community housing. | am glad to

see that all participants enjoyed our
workshops and learned the concepts
of recycling.
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he lack of resources for the

education of children from
underprivileged families is one of
the causes of intergenerational
poverty. The group worked with the
community partner, SoCO, to improve
the English competency of children
from low-income families in Sham
Shui Po through a singing class,
handicraft workshop and movie day.
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his year marks the fourth

consecutive year that our
organisation has collaborated with
students from the Department of
Accountancy, Economics and Finance.
After the easing of the pandemic, the
students were finally able to provide
services in person. This time, they
took up different roles and organised
various activities for the grassroots
children in our organisation, such as
holding art classes and English movie
days for young children, and serving
as tutors in our after-school care
services.

In the art classes, the students taught
young children to recognise Chinese
and English characters and helped
them unleash their creativity to
complete beautiful art pieces. During
the English movie days, they learned
how to encourage children to speak
English out loud. Becoming tutors

Ms. Wendy Huaong X8+
Community Organizer #t[@fB#54 S5

for after-school care also challenged
them to plan and participate in
activities for more than 10 hours.

Compared to online services, students
could interact with grassroots children
in person, singing, watching movies,
and playing games together. Through
communication and relationship
building, they gained a better
understanding of the difficulties faced
by these underprivileged children.
They realised that participating in
tutoring and interest classes, which
may be simple wishes for other
families, is a luxury for the poor.
Through planning, preparing, and
leading activities, the students also
improved their logical thinking, self-
confidence, and leadership skills. We
look forward to seeing students again
next year at SoCO!
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&[ /J\}% CHENG Lai Chi

The service-learning experience has
strengthened my belief in social justice
and equity. | am now more driven to
support underrepresented groups
and build an inclusive and just society.
The experience has also taught me
the importance of empathy. This
eye-opening and inspiring experience
motivated me to contribute to our
community in the future.
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The service-learning experience further

BSSC, GIS BA, VISUAL ARTS

E55XE2 LOK Wing Yiu 258158 LAU Ching Vi deepened my beliefs and values in

: , , Through the service-learning experience, social justice and equity. It also made
The service-learning experience | gained insights into the challenges faced me understand the importance of
provided me with a firsthand by many individuals and families in Hong supporting marginalised groups in our
understanding of poverty in the Kong, particularly children living below community. The firsthand experience
rgol world. Throu'g'h engaging the p’overtg line. As a Visual Arts student in the service-learning project allowed
with the underpr|V|lgged, I learned this experience made me realise that orté me to see the challenges faced by
that grassroots families had very could also play a role in fighting poverty! low-income families and their children. |
limited resources for their children’s In the future, | may publish my own recognised that underprivileged children
education. Factors such os parents’ picture Bmchs help underprivileged can possess great talents; they simply
relotlvelg low ed'ucotlon leyels, lack 'Of drileiran o sl lack the necessary learning resources.
appropriate devices for online learning, o This realisation made it clear to me that it
and other challenges limit the learning B2 BICRERERATRFZEEA makes no sense to blame the victim.
opportunities for grassroots children. %D%EPEEEEEE’JHE@Z, THEHRLETES
This service-learning experience was BIRUTHRE, (FARSEMEENS IR i — *57]D;7t<7ﬁ¥ﬂiAIE%
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Concern for
Grassroots’ Livelihood
Allionce
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TIRERBEZBNARES, RB2EWETEH
M, EEEREZ2BHRummikub,

nsurprisingly, elderly poverty has
become an increasing concern
in an ageing society like Hong
Kong. Through their home visits and
community services, the students
realised that elderly poverty is often
associated with social isolation
and loneliness. To promote social
interaction among the elderly,
the group organised events and
workshops for underprivileged elderly
to learn and play Rummikub.

4901 I\Watch what
1 our students and
community partner

952! THE PROJECT
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n the past, when discussing the

needs of grassroots elderly, the
focus often revolved around their
physical and economic conditions.
However, in recent years, due to
the impact of the pandemic and
the government's promotion of
e-Government services, elderly living
in subdivided flats face an increased
risk of falling into the digital divide.
As a result, their connections with the
community have diminished, leading
to a growing prevalence of feelings
of “loneliness.” “Social isolation” and
“loneliness” have emerged as serious
yet overlooked public health issues
among the elderly. Additionally,
loneliness can give rise to various
health risks, indirectly adding pressure
to the healthcare system.

In Yau Tsim Mong and Sham Shui
Po districts, where our organisation
provides services, many grassroots
elderly live in subdivided flats.
Some live alone, while some live
with partners. These communities
experience high resident mobility,
resulting in weaker neighbourhood
relationships and support networks.
Despite the diverse range of existing
elderly services tailored to different

THE COMMUNITY PARTNER

Mr. Wong Kai Hing =& 54

Director {28455

levels of need, waiting lists for various
services have reached a critical point,
with the number of people waiting
continuously increasing, exacerbating
the supply-demand imbalance. Many
elderly are relatively introverted,
making it challenging for them to
step out of their “comfort zones”

to engage with the community and
social groups. Consequently, our
ongoing efforts focus on how to
assist these elderly in expanding their
social networks.

We extend our gratitude to the
students for their diligent efforts.

In addition to actively reaching out
to the elderly in subdivided flats
within the community and providing
continuous care, they have also
utilised Rummikub as a medium to
facilitate interactions and gatherings
among the elderly. The participating
elderly have expressed that their
lives have become more vibrant and
colourful through these activities,
while also feeling the care from the
community.
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S27E 9 PANG Ting Hwan

We organised workshops for the elderly
to learn how to play Rummikub. Through
this project, | had more opportunities

to enhance my problem-solving skills,
creativity, and critical thinking compared
to other subjects. | was impressed by
the performance of my teammates and
thankful for their efforts in managing the
workshops. Executing the project within
a tight schedule was really stressful, but
what really lifted my spirits were the
genuine appreciation from the elderly.

IPIBRM T TIEY:, mREMFERummikub
BinE. fEEEEES, RIEEMPNBEEA
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ESE= i YAU Ka Yu

The service-learning experience developed my empathy.
During my time at the community partner, | had many
opportunities to chat with the underprivileged elderly.
This experience allowed me to better understand their
needs and lives. | am now more capable of thinking
from others’ perspectives and feelings. | am also happy
to see that my optimistic and friendly personality
contributed to the project.

B RRBRBEEISE T ROEER L. BaRUHS
TR, RERSHERBEREMN, E—F TH
PIRFEENEE, RERBENUMARNBENRZ
2RBEMBE, R ESHEIREERTFHIMERES
BNRIEE BRI,

R4 NG Lok Wan

The course was very inspiring and insightful. | learned more about people living in
poverty and had the opportunity to engage with them through the service-learning
project. It made me realise that poverty is not only about the lack of daily necessities or
affordable housing. The loneliness and social isolation experienced by the elderly living
in poverty are issues | was not previously aware of. Now, | recognise the importance of
community connections and social networks in poverty alleviation.

EERIEIFEERENE, BRERZNER. BERBEERE, REEEEEETH
NEERANTR, TEKSRMMES), FREZEETMEERRZAELFRN
PJEiEMNE R, BEREMERNIVBNTIIERUATEEZD/NEE, RER
BRI ERMBENTERTERERNEE M,

#R58 65 TSUI Ho Chun

The skKills | acquired from our service-learning project will undoubtedly be valuable in my
future work. To name a few, the collaboration and teamwork skills developed during the
project have taught me how to effectively cooperate with my colleagues in the future.
The experience of project implementation also taught me to stay calm and tackle
unexpected problems step by step in real-world situations.

BPEARFF 2B IEE P2 ER TR TIEIEEE A, ROk, TEEHAM
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ngaging with low-income families

through home visits and community
services, the students recognised that
life planning is an important tool in
poverty alleviation for young people
from impoverished households.
The group organised a visit tour at
HKBU to allow the underprivileged
to experience university life and gain
more information and knowledge for
their studies and career plans.

MASBREWAREETRFHHS B R R
J5%, A2ABIHAERENEEAR
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BASLEE, BB ZEFNMAE, LB
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n recent years, People Service Centre

has been providing support services
to students living in subdivided flats
in the Kowloon City district through
mentor-mentee matching services,
while also raising awareness among
parents to take care of themselves
and providing them with relaxation
activities. This year, in collaboration
with HKBU, students had greater
freedom to explore community
needs and demonstrated creativity
by designing an in-depth tour for
grassroots secondary school students
who have not had the opportunity to
learn about university life.

During the activity, HKBU students
were well-prepared and had the
patience to answer questions from
the participating secondary school
students, and encouraged the
more passive ones to participate.
They planned a rich programme of
activities, and everyone enjoyed a

Mr. Kenny Chiu #8554

Teom Leader BRFEHE

full day of fun. This activity allowed
our Centre to discover a community
of secondary school students, giving
us more opportunities to understand
their thoughts and feelings.

We believe that the interaction
between students from HKBU and our
Centre is precious for both parties,
and they learned from one another
as equals. We hope there will be
more opportunities in the future

for HKBU students to demonstrate
their abilities, and for the voices of
grassroots to be heard.
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BA, PE & REC MGNT
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& 2= WONG Chun

| find this course very inspiring,
especially the service-learning
project. | had the opportunity to
interact directly with low-income
families during home visits, Zoom
tutorials and wet market tours.
They shared with me the difficulties
they faced, and they have stayed
positive despite the difficulties. These
firsthand experiences deepened my
understanding of poverty.
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&R 212 SO Chak Fung

| learned to be humble and grateful

from the service-learning experience.

The parents | met from low-income
families were leading tough lives,
but they remained very positive. The
service-learning project developed
my communication, leadership

and problem-solving skills. Overall,
the course provided valuable
opportunities for my personal and
professional development.
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24 I LEE Hoi Man

The service-learning experience
provided me with a deeper
understanding of the root causes
and far-reaching impacts of
poverty. Through my interactions
with low-income families, | came to
realise that poverty is not simply

a lack of resources, but also a
result of inequalities in individuals’
opportunities to break free from
the cycle of poverty. | was also
impressed by the willingness of the
underprivileged to engage with us.
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H aving observed that parents and ZANBRERREREFENED R, F2HER
children from grassroots families 1 E'J%E%quﬁ?*ﬂ?ﬁ??ﬁg%%%%
were hesitant about taking English gi%ﬁéﬁéﬁ%%'%é%g%ig?%;%‘
berele 1 g syl g, el bl B, BET PBEEERRE BREDR
distribution events, the students 5 |

realised the constraints faced by
grassroots children in learning English.
The group designed and conducted

a reading drama to let the children
experience the fun of learning English
through reading!

his year, the students came from AN\ EN2ERERRNE S, R
diverse backgrounds, and they all 7 thPIRIEE B/MRIE, BB
contributed according to their individual ~ H#EERHE. tRBEEENBITIFRIBT
strengths to help us promote reading. REBHENE, MAINNEEEHMS
From classifying books in the warehouse HAUERER 7 ERZNZ R
to storytelling for kids in the community,
they gained insights into how to serve
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ealising the importance of English

for children from low-income
families and the role of art education
in motivating children to learn, the
group encouraged children from
low-income families to learn English
through drawing.

— | 2 EE R R BN BERARENZFFINE
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1EA, PRUEEIrIEBeE R B RE,
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the underprivileged with purpose.
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B ER TSE Chun Hei

As a film student, | once wrote a formal film
script that involved issues including poverty
and homelessness. Since | conducted research
on these topics during that time, | became
aware of the poverty issues in highly developed
regions. However, this service-learning project
provided me with a chance to gain firsthand
experience of the poverty issues in Hong Kong.
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Rani MADIHA

The service-learning project gave me the opportunity to develop my communication and
collaboration skills, as | needed to work closely with my group members and our community
partner for the project. Being an English major, | am happy to have the opportunity

to encourage parents and children from low-income families to read English books by
recommending suitable titles to them.

B2 BIAREE T RAEBNEFES), RARFTEERESNHRUFRESIE, FAR
NEXNEE, RRSEARERBBEWARENRENZFREERNERE, TAMMAHERESE

BERE,

Mariya AKHTER

The service-learning experience has contributed to my personal development. As a minority, |
rarely had the opportunity to interact with the locals. | always assume that there would be a
communication gap with the locals as | am not very confident in my spoken Chinese. However, |
learned from the service-learning experience that | can interact with the locals if | am willing to
take initiative and step out of my comfort zone.
IRB2BRBENBNEAR R, (FALBEEAL, HBRIEHEEAM AR,
BHECHOBPIOLEAKRED, PAIMIEEBSEAM/ BERRREH, AM, 1HEXRRBS
Bk, REINREXEETH 2, ELECHEFBER, HBAEHEAMAIIM.
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| was quite pessimistic about poverty alleviation before taking the course. The service-learning experience
reminded me that | was able to contribute to my community in a small way. In fact, there are still many
things we can do for poor families and a small contribution from each of us may change the situation. In
the future, | would continue to help the needy in society.

RizR1, RBKB TR ARRE, SRRBEBCERE T, Rl \WHEBHEERER,
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In the first four weeks of the course, we were introduced to the concept of poverty and discussed what
we can do to solve poverty issues. | found the idea of combining lectures and in-class discussions very
appealing and inspiring. The lectures helped me understand the importance of addressing poverty from a
multidimensional perspective. The service-learning experience was also eye-opening and humbling.
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overty alleviation does not have to

be costly. In fact, it can be achieved
simply by reducing food waste! The
students were deeply impressed by
the idea of the community partner,
Food Grace, to help the poor by
building a food recycling and sharing
community in Tai Po. To further
amplify the impact of the initiative, the
group organised a Community Open
Day to increase the visibility of Food
Grace and educate the public about
cherishing food.
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Mr. Wong Wai Lom =B A4
Senior Project Officer &#kIBE £ 1F

t is an honour to be invited to participate in the

programme again. The students’ proactivity in
the project preparation not only helped our staff
share most of the workload, but their creativity
and enthusiasm also impressed the neighbourhood
residents who participated in our Open Day. Our
staff who maintain the project operation daily
often recognise the residents’ needs, but due to
the original project framework and heavy workload,
it is not always possible to serve them more.
Fortunately, this project has brought innovative
momentum to our organisation, allowing us to
have the opportunity to plan an educational and
meaningful Open Day for the neighbourhood
residents and our members. It was indeed a rare
and precious opportunity!
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7% /¢ POON Ying

The most valuable experience of the service-learning project is that we
can really implement our own idea! | initially believed that if everything
was well-prepared, there would not be any problems during execution,
but the truth is that there is always something unexpected. The
experience of collaborating with the community partner has greatly
benefited me, and | find it a good opportunity for students to broaden
their horizons.

RBEBRBRRESHNMSUEERMEREBIRE CHIRE | L)
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EXIHSE KUE Qiwen

The course allowed us to put the knowledge learned in the classroom
into practice. | am glad that we had the chance to put forward creative
ideas to our community partner. The service-learning experience made
me realise that many people in our society need help. It also reminded
me that many poverty problems in the real world cannot be simply
summarised or measured by numbers and statistics.
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GETTING REFLECTIVE

STUDENTS’
AFTERTHOUGHTS

Z=J8 5 Ul Hongyu

The service-learning project improved
my teamwork and problem-solving
skills. The experience made me more
confident about my abilities and
talents for helping others. | am willing
to continue contributing to poverty
alleviation in the future.
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The knowledge that | learned from the lectures changed my understanding of poverty.
Before taking the course, | believed that the definition of poverty was about starvation,
the lack of educational opportunities, and poor living conditions. However, | learned in the
course that poverty can be defined in absolute and relative terms, and multidimensional in
nature. The course also raised my awareness of global poverty issues.
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WHAT DO THEY THINK?
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In the lecture, we learned that education is key in fighting poverty. Meanwhile, the
lectures also highlighted the importance of motivation and incentives. If children from
low-income families are not motivated to learn, they cannot learn anything even if they
are forced to attend classes. It inspired our project to offer practical knowledge to
underprivileged children in various interesting ways, such as drawing.

HAERE L2 HEEHRENRR, RS NERNERE. REBEVRARENZ
FINRRZ 2R, BEMPIGRE LR, WEFBNERIRA, BREE T RMEBRERUS
BEENLN, fues, nEEREFREMRIME.

61 62




Acknowledgements

The Lutheran Church - Hong Kong Synod
BERES

Children Unique

ES2)

The Lok Sin Tong Benevolent Society Kowloon
NEREE

Society for Community Organization

BEMEREBHE

Concern For Grassroots’ Livelihood Alliance

RS AR R

People Service Centre Limited

EAARFE /0

Rolling Books
RENE

Food Grace

RiEtF

CantonGather
BFEEN

Hong Kong Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA)
EREBEHUBES

Sponsored by

[—C JR:EE JECIE S
Tin Ka Ping Foundation

Tin Ka Ping Innovative Service-Learning Project

ARINBERIFTARFS ST







